
      Syosset High School came in second 
place overall in the Speech and Debate in-
terleague tournament held at Saint Francis 
Preparatory School in Queens, New York. 
Schools across Long Island, Queens, and 
Manhattan all came together on Nov. 19 
to participate in the annual tournament. 
High school students competed in Dec-
lamation, Dramatic Performance, Duo 
Interpretation, Extemporaneous Speaking, 
Oral Interpretation, Original Oratory, 
Program Oral Interpretation, and Student 
Congress.
      The Syosset team did especially well 
in Extemporaneous Speaking (Extemp), 
a political current event based competition. Students are 
presented with three questions and given half an hour of 
prep-time to create a seven minute speech answering one 
of those questions. One of Syosset’s stars was Justin Green-
berg, a sophomore who scored first place in junior varsity 
Extemp. Justin said, “Interleagues was much more difficult 
than local tournaments. At local tournaments, the topics are 
much easier for each round. They’re much simpler and easi-
er to answer. I thought the interleague questions were hard-
er to answer and the pools were larger with the New York 
City schools competing as well.” Forensics members have 
touted the benefits of competing in Extemp. Senior Sophia 
Chaudri said, “Every time I compete in an Extemp round, I 
walk away a more informed citizen than when I entered it. 
The impact is twofold: Forensics gives me a platform to not 
only inform myself on current events but others as well. It 
is the intersection of my passion for politics and my love for 
public speaking.”
      Students also chose to do Speech and Debate for numer-
ous reasons. “I do it because I want to improve my public 
speaking skills, make friends, and it also helps my knowl-

edge of current events. My fluency and speaking has gotten 
better overall. I’m also pretty competitive so I enjoy the 
competition aspect,” said Justin. Senior Maggie Liu said, 
“Learning to articulate my thoughts more clearly has not 
only helped me in debate rounds, but has grown my confi-
dence in speaking and presenting, which has been invalu-
able for many other academic endeavors.”
      Syosset has a long history of success in Forensics Speech 
and Debate competitions, and multi-year members have 
appreciated their time in Forensics. Maggie said, “Forensics 
has been the place I have grown the most in the past four 
years. From being more participatory in classroom discus-
sions to being more proactive in extracurricular activities, 
I have witnessed firsthand how Forensics has transformed 
both myself and others.” Top performances at events like In-
terleagues put Syosset Forensics members in prime position 
to qualify for the state and national competitions that will 
be held later this year.
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SYO Excellence at Interleagues

By: Larissa Mallen &Alice Zang

January 2023

Syosset’s Extemporaneous Forensics 
team excels at Interleague Speech and 
Debate Tournament.

Photo By: Jasmine Chen

Click the Play Button 
to access additional 
video coverage:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V4QEh5YXhS-jLvMWyOuG72FqAONiIYoJ/view?usp=sharing
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      Syosset seniors are nearing the 
end of their college application 
process, an important milestone 
that is marking the first steps in 
closing out their high school ca-
reers. However, what was import-
ant for applications in the past has 
changed, and as a result, students 
applying to colleges have had to 
adapt to the current landscape and 
comprehend the current preferenc-
es of admissions staff.
      This change in evaluation could 
be interpreted as more holistic. 
Syosset High School alum, Iris Ho 
said, “I think that grades were a 
less reliable measure of a student’s 
academic in-
volvement during 
the pandemic, 
and that colleges 
have reacted to this by placing 
more weight on extracurriculars, 
application (required and supple-
mentary) essays, and recommen-
dation letters.” While test scores 
and grades used to be significant 
determining factors, character and 
genuine interest in school also con-
tribute to a candidate’s qualitifca-
tions. “What are your SAT scores?’ 
seems to have evolved into ‘How 
good are your relationships with 
your teachers?” said Iris.
      Syosset Principal Dr. John Du-
rante echoed the same sentiments. 
According to Dr. Durante, “Many 
times, a student will repeat what 
is in their activity sheet and tran-
script. But it is much more import-
ant that whoever reads the essay 
should learn something new about 
the student instead. The goal is to 
let your character, personality and 
thought process shine throughout 

your essays.” In February 2022, he 
launched the first episode of the 
College Admissions podcast. Dr. 
Durante said, “I realized that col-
lege admissions representatives are 
extremely accessible, so I wanted 
to help people. I didn’t just want to 
be another podcast, I wanted to do 
something meaningful where I put 
my all into it. I know the process is 
stressful enough for students and 
their parents.”
      Throughout the podcast, Dr. 
Durante discussed helpful infor-
mation that would be applicable 
to students who were applying 
to colleges. During each episode, 

he interviewed 
college admis-
sions officers 
concerning their 

thoughts, experience, and advice 
to students who are applying to 
colleges. Based on his experience, 
Dr. Durante mentioned a common 
theme. He said, “Most schools are 
test-optional and therefore receive 
more applications, which have 
caused the yield data point chang-
es from year to year. For example, 
at Vanderbilt, 45% of students 
were accepted without submitting 
test scores.” Without considering 
standardized test scores, colleges 
have become more dependent on 
considering other factors.
      Colleges seem to be more 
dependent on other criteria rather 
than just standardized test scores. 
Other factors include community 
service and extracurriculars out-
side of the classroom. Syosset stu-
dents had to consider these chang-
es in perception and preferences 
during application season.

Changes in College Admissions
By: Sophia Akmal & Kyle Dapice
Students grapple with changes in the college admissions landscape.

“The goal is to let your 
character, personality and 
thought process shine.”
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      Signs endorsing political candidates for elections 
could be found on many people’s lawns this past Octo-
ber and November. With midterm elections happening 
halfway through a president’s term, voters chose who 
would fill open seats in the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. Midterms also determined elected 
officials on the local and state levels, and this year they 
were held on Nov. 8.
      Incumbent Kathy Hochul, 
a Democrat, won the guber-
natorial race. “I hope that 
she makes decisions that will 
benefit the people of New York. With all the things that 
America and the world are going through right now, 
I think that we really need someone that will be fight-
ing for the people,” said sophomore Sanjana Iyer. The 
outcomes of the midterm elections have the potential 
to make a lasting impact on New York as well as the 
United States as a whole.
      Students also shared thoughts on why certain out-

comes happened in the elections on a national level. 
“American voters are more divided than ever, grid-
locked on social and economic issues. The polarization 
of our political system has led voters to be more pas-
sionate than ever, increasing the voter turnout to voice 
their opinions,” said senior Natalie Obedian.
      Another important thing that students touched 

upon was how some results were un-
expected. “Most people involved in the 
media, whether it be on social media or 
news anchors, predicted that this year 
would bring a red wave through both 

chambers of Congress. Yet, this proved to be wrong as 
Democrats were able to maintain control of the Senate 
and only lose the House of Representatives by a small 
amount. This election cycle proved to be much harder 
than expected for Republicans. I think it’s very telling 
of how the American people are reacting to new legis-
lation,” said senior Dylan Wechsler.

Shakeup in Congressional Makeup

By: Malk El-Abtah

“I think that we really need 
someone that will be fighting 
for the people.”

Thoughts on Midterm Elections

As midterm elections hit the United States, a lot of people are left wondering exactly what it means for 
the country moving forward.

How do you think the midterm 
elections went and why?
“I think that the midterm elections went 
in a way that weren’t really expected. A 
lot of people thought that a red wave 
would happen, but it didn’t seem to hap-
pen as strongly as they believed. I feel 
like that is partly because of the fact that 
Roe v. Wade was overturned and a lot of 
people didn’t like that.”

What will happen now that 
the House and Senate are 
split?
“After the midterm elections, the 
Republicans gained control of the 
House and the Democrats gained 
control of the Senate. I feel like this 
may cause some conflict because 
the Republicans may decide to not 
pass certain laws that the Democrats 
want and this might ultimately lead 
to conflict.”

What do you think is the most 
important thing to focus on?
“I think what is important now is that 
the Democrats and Republicans come 
together in a sort of way in order to en-
sure that they can have the government 
running smoothly. America needs to 
find a way to create a stable government 
and the only way that they can do that is 
if Republicans and Democrats find a way 
to put their differences aside and work 
towards a common goal.” -Nandika Salhotra-Anjali Venugopalan

-Emily Huang
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New Locks Open Doors to Safety First

      Amidst rising issues of school safety across the country, 
Syosset High School has had a number of building improve-
ments to ensure student protection. 
Recently, the school added new locks 
to all of the doors in the building. 
These new locks have the ability to 
be remotely controlled, allowing 
for quick action in the event that an 
intruder is in the building.
      Many students agree that prioritiz-
ing school safety is the right direction 
to take. Hannah Sim, a sophomore, 
said, “I think that it was a good thing 
that our school is working towards 
protecting us in case of any emer-
gency. The fact that these doors will 
automatically lock is something that 
could be helpful in case of an emergency. There won’t be a 
situation in which a teacher doesn’t get to lock the door in 
time. Instead teachers can worry about helping students get 
to safety and keeping them safe and calm.”

      The new locks, however, also came with some unintend-
ed consequences at times. Sophomore Ara Cho said, “A lot 

of the time I find the doors to my class-
rooms locked. And I get that these locks 
were made to keep us safe, but I don’t like 
having to stand outside for a minute until 
someone opens the door.” Other students 
have expressed that they have similar 
problems, but recognize that the alter-
native would be insecure doors. Corey 
Schack, a sophomore, said, “I think that a 
solution to this problem would just be to 
find a way that the doors won’t lock unless 
it is in an emergency situation.”
      The lock installations were made so 
that there would be a lower risk of any-
thing happening to the students and staff 

in an emergency situation. Despite the occasional lockout, 
students and staff can now feel safer on an everyday basis.

By: Malk El-Abtah

Photo By: Malk El-Abtah

New locks are put on the doors to keep students and staff safe, but there are also some unexpected consequences.

A House Divided
By: Aanika Shah
Syosset students chime in on the Speaker of the House Vote. Question

Answer&What do you think about the outcome 
of the vote for House Speaker?

“Kevin McCarthy was one of the 
most deserving Republicans to 
get it. He did finally get elected 
but it was with a bunch of, I 
guess you would call compro-
mises. With all of these compro-
mises and sacrifices he is kind of 
going to appear as a weak leader, 
and it’s not going to make a very 
fresh face for the Republican 
party.”

-Aradhya Goswami

“I think with McCarthy’s election 
and those few members of Con-
gress that withheld from voting, 
like now they definitely have more 
power. And now with this influen-
tial power of the House Speaker, I 
feel like the right has a way stron-
ger grip on politics. I feel like now 
because of these momentous shifts 
in the House of Representatives 
American politics is now forced 
to become more polarized and 
reactionary.”

-Simeon Hur
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The Future of Syosset Curriculum
By: Auston Li

This year, the science and music departments at Syosset High School welcomed two new administrators:
Ms. Jill Johanson and Dr. Christopher Hale.

Interview with
Ms. Jill Johanson

      Every year, the coordinators and administration of the Syosset Central School District work to oversee curriculum 
planning in order to improve and develop areas to better accommodate student learning. This fall, the district welcomed 
new administrators Ms. Jill Johanson and Dr. Christopher Hale, guiding the Science and Music departments respectively. 
They shared their vision of Syosset school curriculum for students ranging from K-12 in their fields of study.

What new aspects and topics in science will students get to experience 
from primary school curriculum to secondary school?
“New York State has new science standards that focus as much on the skills of being a 
scientist and themes across science disciplines as they do on the content knowledge in 
life, physical and Earth and space sciences. Practically speaking, this means that instead 
of memorizing facts shared in a text or by a teacher, science lessons should be about 
students asking good questions about a science phenomenon, planning investigations to 
answer those questions and then drawing conclusions that explain the phenomenon in 
question based on evidence from the investigation.”
With cutting-edge technology and advanced digital software, what pro-
grams are planned to further enrich students’ learning?
“We have a K-12 initiative to incorporate Computer Science and Digital Literacy into our 
curricula. Coding is a part of this initiative, but other aspects of Computer Science like 
Digital Citizenship and Cybersecurity, among others, have a role as well. Exposing even 
our youngest students to CS and to create opportunities to incorporate CS into all subject 
areas will further prepare Syosset graduates for our ever-evolving world.”
For individual research and advanced research programs, what new 
opportunities will be offered to further expand students’ curiosity and 
continued contributions to the science community? 
“Syosset’s Research Program is one of the largest I have ever seen both in terms of student 
participation and faculty involvement: opportunities in our program are incredible. The 
research program, by design, already does the authentic scientific work. Students’ specific 
interests are explored and, in most cases, pursued experimentally. Some work with scien-
tists in outside research institutions. Because each student has a different area of interest, 
opportunities arise and are sought that are tailored to their individual curiosity. That’s the 
long way of saying the sky is the limit for our student researchers.”

Interview with
Dr. Christopher Hale

What plans do you have for cultivating the arts and music across the 
various age groups from primary to secondary schools?
“Making students and their families aware of opportunities, both inside and outside of 
the school building, is an important and ongoing process. Bringing arts opportunities 
into our schools through performances, programs, and partnerships is crucial to the 
growth of the Arts programs.”
Which programs here at Syosset would you like to cultivate further to 
support students?
“I think that a focus on excellence and exploration is important. It’s an experience that 
is foundational in being an artist. All of our artists and musicians who study through 
grades K-12 will experience this in one form or another. It’s important to remain 
focused on excellence while maintaining a welcoming and inclusive environment. The 
Arts are a vehicle for learning about the human experience through the expression of 
culture. It’s important to remain focused on this exploration and make it part of each 
student’s journey through their school years. Ideally, we will produce lifelong explorers.”
What values are most important in the fine and performing arts, and 
how will you help the school programs develop such values?
“In addition to what I mentioned previously, if I had to choose one value – it would be 
a sense of belonging. Because the Arts tap into the breadth of the human experience, it 
means that there is a place for everyone in the Arts. It is through listening to music or 
experiencing art that we realize, individually, that no matter what we are going through, 
we are not alone in this world.”



6

Happy Holidays Syosset!
      The Holidays are here and from Hanukkah to Christ-
mas, Thanksgiving to Kwanzaa, we have lots of diverse hol-
idays! So here’s the lingering question: how do we celebrate 
all of it?
      When we think of Thanksgiving, we think of family and 
friends along with the time we spend with them, which 
come in all different forms. Brandom Lim said, “My grand-
parents are going to come over...they always bring so much 
food- turkey.” Saanvi Peri said, “We 
celebrate Thanksgiving at their [sec-
ond grandparents] house every year, 
and it’s very Indo European fusion.” 
Ms. Victoria Garritan said, “So for 
Thanksgiving my sister actually 
comes down from New Hampshire with my nieces and my 
nephew, and we all go to my parents house and get together 
and have dinner and it’s really nice.”
      The December month also brought opportunites to 
come together and have a final occasion to celebrate before 
the 2022 ended. Wilfredo Moreno Espinal said, “In De-
cember I’m gonna go to South America, meet some family 
because it’s been over like a year since I last saw them.” Gina 

Huang said, “Yeah, I plan on giving gifts for my friends and 
family and doing a Secret Santa.” Ethen Hong said, “My 
family always has this tradition of every year we go to the 
city and we go to the Rockefeller Center…after that we al-
ways go to the Rockefeller Mall, which is actually really fun 
because it’s like there’s like a million shops.” Josh Vitale said, 
“Well, I myself am Jewish, but my mom is Christian, so we 
celebrate both holidays: Hanukkah and Christmas.”

      Lastly, the main pillar of holidays 
was the food, and the Syosset commu-
nity ate all different types. Justin Guo 
said, “My family eats Chinese food for 
Thanksgiving and it’s different.” Oma 
Ranga said, “When we go to my aunt’s 

house, we have this tradition where basically she puts a 
quarter in one bread and she gives us all multiple loaves of 
bread and whoever gets that loaf gets good luck on Christ-
mas day.” Mrs. Garritan said, “My dad loved it because he 
always makes something unique every year like he picks a 
dish.” Through diverse culture, family, and friends, Syosset 
celebrated the holidays like no other.

By: Hohin Woo

“We celebrate Thanksgiving at 
their [second grandparents] 
house every year, and it’s very 
Indo European fusion.”

FEATURES

The Syosset community celebrates the holiday season with diverse customs, family traditions, and plenty of dif-
ferent foods.

Sounds of the Holidays

      Jolly and merry music puts many people in a good 
mood and excites them for the holiday season to 
come. Lila Yaris said, “My favorite time of the year is 
the holiday season because it is so joyful. I think the 
reason why Christmas time is so happy is because of 
the music.”
      Students loved to express their Christmas spirit by 
listening to music, even students 
who did not celebrate the holiday. 
“Even though I don’t celebrate, 
I love the Christmas season and 
winter time. I enjoy listening to Christmas music, es-
pecially Michael Bublé,” said Emma Bruno. Christmas 
was a delightful time of year for everyone. Music that 
conveyed joy and excitement added to the fun of the 
holiday season.
      While Christmas music is typically the same every 

year, it still filled people with holiday spirit and put 
them in the mood for a snowy morning. “I think my 
favorite Christmas song is ‘All I Want for Christmas is 
You’ by Mariah Carey. It’s really popular and it is full of 
joy and excitement,” said Lila. “All I Want for Christ-
mas is You” was one of the most streamed Christmas 
songs and seems to make its way back onto the radio 

every year.
      Listening to the same songs over 
and over again begs the question- 
should new Christmas music be pro-

duced? “I like most Christmas songs, but I think it 
would be weird to hear new ones,” said Emma. New 
holiday music may be interesting, but there’s nothing 
wrong with a good traditional holiday playlist that 
people enjoy.

It’s the festive time of year to listen to Christmas music and get everyone in the holiday spirit.
By: Emerson Schaefer

“I think the reason why 
Christmas time is so happy 
is because of the music.”
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By: Maya Kopacz

Singing in the Big Apple
Syosset Chamber Singers entertain audiences during their performance in St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York City.

      On December 16, the Syosset High School Cham-
ber Singers and members of the Chamber Orchestra, 
under the direction of Kristin Howell and Stephanie 
Merten, went on a trip to New York City. While the 
concert at St. Patrick’s Cathedral was an annual tradi-
tion, the performance at Radio City Music Hall and 
dinner at Gayle’s Broadway Rose were new experiences 
this year.
      After caroling outside on the cathedral steps, the 
choir headed inside the church to begin the concert. 
At St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the choir 
performed a variety of festive 
songs, including “Jubilate Deo” by 
Steven Burnett, “Noel” by Todd 
Smith arranged by Brad Holmes, 
and “Riu Riu Chiu” by Hubert Creekmore. Senior 
Maya Kopacz performed a solo to “O Thou That Tellest 
Good Tidings to Zion from Messiah.” Senior Michael 
Sabatino, performed a solo to “Every Valley Shall Be 
Exalted” also from Messiah. Both soloists were accom-
panied by members of the Chamber Orchestra. “The 
Chamber Singers’ performance at St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral sounded incredible! The acoustics in the church 
were amazing,” said senior Luca Alexandru.
      Following the performance at St. Patrick’s Cathe-

dral, the Chamber Singers performed to an audience of 
over 5,000 individuals at Radio City Music Hall. They 
sang a holiday medley. The songs included “God Rest 
Ye Merry Gentlemen” arranged by Sir John Stainer, 
“Joy to the World” arranged by Lowell Mason, “O 
Come All Ye Faithful (Adeste Fideles)” by Freder-
ick Oakeley, and “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” 
Afterwards, they watched the Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular, a holiday show that combined singing and 
dancing with traditional scenes. Senior Matthew Lee 

said, “My favorite part of the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular was just being 
able to see the live orchestra; a lot of 
musicals and shows do not tend to show 
them, or even have an orchestra or band. 

I  think it was just really nice to see and hear them.”
      They ended the night at Gayle’s Broadway Rose 
where students enjoyed comfort food, such as ham-
burgers, macaroni and cheese, chicken nuggets with 
french fries, and milkshakes while watching staff sing 
Broadway show tunes. Senior Alan Huang said, “I 
think all the waiters and waitresses at Gayle’s were 
phenomenal – every single song they sang felt like they 
were giving a Broadway performance.”

“The Chamber Singers’ 
performance at St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral sounded 
incredible!”

1. Conducting the score, Ms. Kristin Howell guides the Syosset Chamber Singers. Music teacher Ms. Howell has brought the Chamber 
Singers to perform at St. Patrick’s Cathedral since 2000. 2. Chamber Singer Michael Sabatino delivers his solo as a tenor. He performed 
a solo for “Every Valley Shall Be Exalted” from Messiah. 3. Alan Huang sings as a tenor in the Chamber Singers. He was a soloist for the 
pieces “Noel,” “Riu, Riu, Chiu,” and “Ride On, King Jesus” during their performance.
Photos by Kathy Eliassof
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Auditorium Electrified
      Cabaret Night is an annual 
show held each November to 
showcase the talent of Syosset 
High School students. The event 
included a series of performances 
from musicians of every style and 
caliber accompanied by a profes-
sional band. It featured Chamber 
Singers and Chorale as well as 
a capella barbershop groups, 
Adelettes and Choral Pride. Stu-
dents also performed in groups or 
as soloists.
      The opening number was a 
modified version of “Music for a 
Sushi Restaurant” by Harry Styles. 
The lyrics created by Samantha 
Coscia, Sofia Daniel, and Luca 
Alexandru changed the original 
lyrics to “Music for a Cabaret 
Night.” There was even choreog-
raphy to go along with the singing 
by Sally Jameison. The song made 
the audience excited for the rest of 
the performances.
      The first act consisted of many 
hilarious performances. Michael 
Sabatino’s performance to “You’ll 
Be Back” from Hamilton was a 
crowd favorite and he received a 
standing ovation. The audience 
also enjoyed Adelettes perform-
ing “Mama Who Bore Me” from 
Spring Awakening. Junior Raia 
Honig said, “I absolutely loved 
Michael’s performance at Caba-
ret Night- he stole the show. He 
sang so beautifully, but further, 
told a story through the song. 
As an Adelette, singing “Mama 
Who Bore Me” was so much 
fun. My part was so cool to learn 
and sing...I loved how it all came 
together. My favorite part of the 

performance was getting to sing 
such a wide variety of songs with 
such a talented group of people.”
      Senior MCs Luca Alexandru, 
Sefora Elish, Sofia Daniel, Alan 
Huang, and Phoebe Albro kept 
the audience laughing through-
out the evening with entertaining 
skits between the performances. 
The Second Act opened with 
the Chamber Singers perform-
ing “Lovely Day” by B. Withers. 
Choral Pride’s performance of 
“Shut Up and Dance With Me” 
by R. McMahon, B. Berger, E. 
Mainman got the crowd singing 
and clapping. “I love that Choral 
Pride performed modern music 
while still having a traditional a 
capella feel. It was my second year 
being a part of Cabaret Night and 
I always look forward to watching 
their number,” said junior Ruby 
Goldberg. Two people that stood 
out to many parents and students 
were Alan Huang and Sofia Dan-
iel. Alan sang “To Have a Home” 
from A Very Potter Sequel. Sofia 
ended the show off with “Maybe 
This Time” from Cabaret.
      Cabaret Night ended up being 
a success. All of the preparation 
and months spent rehearsing paid 
off. Not only was the night an 
enjoyable experience, but it also 
presented the talent and diversi-
ty at Syosset High School. Raia 
said, “I really enjoyed getting to 
challenge myself with the music 
and to ultimately see how beauti-
ful we sounded. It was so special 
to share my love of music with an 
audience.”

By: Maya Kopacz
Cabaret Night performances showcase student talent and diversity at Syosset High School.

Choral Pride acapella performs to the popu-
lar song “Shut Up and Dance With Me” by R. 
McMahon, B. Berger, and E. Maiman.

Sofia Daniel, a senior, ends 
the show with “Maybe This 
Time” from Cabaret. Sofia 
said, “Cabaret night was 
really fun!”

Senior MCs Luca Al-
exandru, Sefora Elish, 
Sofia Daniel, Alan 
Huang, and Phoebe 
Albro wear colorful 
boas and sunglasses 
during the night.

Chamber Singers perform “Lovely Day” by B. Withers.

Seniors Sharon Lim and 
Alan Huang sing a duet 
to “Think of Me” from 
Phantom of the Opera. “It 
was amazing! It was such 
a great honor singing with 
Alan and the band. Big 
shout to Mrs. Howell,” said 
Sharon.

Adelettes perform 
“Mama Who Bore Me” 
from Spring Awakening. 
while featuring soloists 
Grace Duguid, Phoebe 
Albro, Mako Kobayashi, 
and Abi Wu.

My favorite part of the perfor-
mance was getting to sing such a 
wide variety of songs with such 
a talented group of people.

“
”Photos By: Kathy Eliassof
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Club Spotlight

Model United Nations
By: Pragya Shankar

DECA
By: Victoria Lin
      Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) is Syosset’s premier business club that prepares future 
emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality, and management. This year, Syosset 
DECA had immense member growth of 75% compared to the previous year, with over 260 members this year. 
Syosset DECA has been recognized by both New York DECA and DECA Inc. on social media platforms at 
National DECA’s online blog, DECA Direct. They have hosted a number of fundraisers in the past few months, 
including cookie sales, Chipotle, and clothing sales. In past years, DECA’s members have competed in regional, 
state, and international competitions, winning numerous awards. For the first time in Syosset DECA’s history, 
members are competing in Virtual Business Challenge (VBC) events and had their first team qualify for the 
International Career Development Competition (ICDC). Syosset DECA is looking forward to competing at the 
state competition in mid-March, where they will have almost 170 competitors.

      With our world becoming increasingly connected, it is more important than ever to learn about it. Knowing 
about international relations helps us take current conflicts into context, as well as look at future ones. Model 
United Nations aims to do this at the high school level. In club meetings, a body of the United Nations is simulat-
ed and club members try to solve conflicts in the world, from nuclear proliferation to refugee crises, representing 
different countries. Each meeting, students examine a unique perspective of global affairs. Model UN members 
also compete in local and out of state competitions, winning awards along the way. Junior Matthew Finkel said, 
“The club is a great opportunity to learn about the world while also making some friends, and competitions are 
always really fun.” The school has been to 2 competitions in the first half of the year, winning awards at both for 
individual and group performances.

1 2 3
1. DECA members Evan Harrison and Tevin Lee give a practice presentation to Mr. Alexander Herbert, a teacher in the business de-
partment. Prior to the regional competition, Syosset DECA hosted a simulated competition where members presented for judges that 
included teachers, administrators, and local business people.
2. Kyle Dapice, DECA President, and Tom Jamieson, Vice President of Competitions at the regional competition in December. From 
this competition alone, Syosset DECA had 54 qualifiers for the state competition.
3. Dylan Benedictus and Shreya Vasudevan practice their presentation skills for business teacher Ms. Donna Southard. During the 
competition simulation that was held in the Guidance Resource Center, competitors utilized past event case studies to give them a near 
identical replication of the regional competition.
Photos by Victoria Lin

Click the Play Button 
to access additional 
video coverage:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rKupjQOPzSA3PojXMc5G2IVQmbnyZWUU/view?usp=sharing


ENTERTAINMENT

PUFFS: From Backstage to Onstage
By: Sophia Akmal
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      Syosset’s latest theater performance, Puffs, was a show 
for anyone who lived through the Harry Potter phenome-
non and newcomers alike. After weeks of preparation, the 
auditorium was soon filled with students and parents all 
excited to watch their friends and family perform.
      Puffs or Seven Increasingly Eventful Years at a Certain 
School of Magic and Magic, is narrated by a character 
named Wayna, who is soon found to be the daughter of 
two of the main characters Megan and Oliver, told the story 
of her parents and their bestfriend, Wayne. As Puffs, these 
three characters met in year one at the “Certain School of 
Magic and Magic” and became 
friends, trying to prove themselves 
strong and not as “failures.” The 
three characters were seen with 
the well known Cedric, Harry, 
headmaster, dark lord, and a 
multitude of teachers. The story of these characters were 
interesting and evoked bursts of laughter from the Syosset 
audience. Freshman Carol Sun said, “I loved how the play 
was organized into years and the actors were so good and 
talented. I sat in the front row and the experience was a 10 
out of 10.”
      There were several factors that went into producing the 
play; some of the most important being time and patience, 
but more generally and briefly, there were people that 
made the magic happen. The director, Mr. Gene Connor, 
along with actors who spent their time in auditions and 

rehearsing their lines to perfection gave the audience the 
satisfaction they hoped for when viewing the play. Though 
undetected during the performance, the stage crew also 
dedicated themselves as they spent hours putting in their 
effort to ensure that the production was the utmost success. 
Lizzy Laible, a freshman who ran the spotlights said, “So for 
the play, there’s the run crew which are the people that do 
the backstage work and they have dec chiefs…you know to 
make sure they don’t mess around. There’s the people in the 
soundbooth and somebody in the light booth and there’s 
also people that design and build props.”

      Creating the production involved 
multiple steps behind the scenes. 
Maxwell Laible, treasurer of the stage 
design production class and one of the 
dec chiefs said, “The whole process of 
getting ready starts off with the direc-

tor choosing the play. After that, the people who do design, 
watch videos of the play and study it and decide what they 
should do to properly set up. Then the build team makes the 
designs, which the stage construction class will then cre-
ate themselves. Finally, we begin to add the technicalities, 
which include run crew, sound effects, lights and spotlights.”
      It all came together as audiences romped through the 
Wizarding World in the high school auditorium. Lights 
were set, sound was tweaked, and costumes were fitted. 
Maxwell said, “When everything is working properly and 
everyone is ready to go, we produce the play.”

Audiences are captivated as actors and stage crew prepare to take them away on a trip to the Wizarding World.

“I loved how the play was orga-
nized into years and the actors 
were so good and talented...the 
experience was a 10 out of 10.”

2

1
1. Sarah Ghafar takes on the role as Leanne as she reaches out to the audience on stage. Sarah said, “The character herself was 
a character you could play around with a lot and find new and funny things to do.” 2. Preston Marks plays Cedric, the talented 
quidditch player and skilled flier, alongside Jason Wu as Wayne. 3. As Xavia, Sana Zakeri waves her wand causing uproar from the 
audience. Sana serves as secretary of the ACT club and has been involved for 3 years. Photos by Charley Smouha

3
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National Sundae Day

      On November 11, the newest addition to the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe hit theaters. “Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever” included a touching tribute to the late Chadwick 
Boseman who played T’Challa/Black Panther in the 2018 
film, and was a great continuation of the first “Black Pan-
ther” movie. Ryan Coogler, Director and Co-Writer, packs 
a punch with this movie. While there are a lot of action 
sequences there is also a major motif of grief and loss that 
many of the characters in the movie experienced. In addi-
tion, the film continued to break racial and cultural barri-
ers with not only showcasing African culture, but also the 
Meso-American/Mayan culture from Central America. 
All of the actors were phenomenal, especially Letitia Wright 
(Shuri), Danai Gurira (Okoye), and Angela Bassett (Ra-
monda), all of whom gave powerful performances. Tanoch 
Huerta and Dominique Thorne also did an amazing job 
debuting their characters, Namor and Ironheart. The sets 
and special effects were intricate and showed a lot of effort 

and attention to detail. The costumes and music beautifully 
represented African and Central American cultures. Despite 
all of the fantastic aspects of this movie it was a bit long 
at two hours and 41 minutes, almost half an hour longer 
than the first movie. The movie felt a bit drawn out at some 
points. The absence of Chadwick Boseman and his charac-
ter T’Challa was very clear in this film and his presence and 
character were truly missed. Nonetheless, this movie was 
amazing and is a must watch for action and Marvel fans.

      November 11 – National Sundae Day. So, of course I had 
to taste test some of the best ice cream shops on Long Island 
and to their sundaes.
      First, I went to Krisch’s Restaurant and Ice Cream Parlor 
in Massapequa. The ice cream parlor is 
also a restaurant where you can order a 
meal and enjoy the old fashioned ambi-
ance. The ice cream parlor also had cute 
toys and candies that you can buy as 
you walk in. This parlor, which opened 
up in the 1950’s, is popularly known 
around the area for its amazing food 
and of course its ice cream, so I had to 
check it out. At this parlor, I recom-
mend getting a hot fudge sundae with 
vanilla ice cream and whip cream. The 
hard ice cream is very refreshing, but if 
you’re looking to add whip cream, make 
sure you ask for light whip cream be-
cause they tend to put a heavy amount 
on – unless you love a lot of whip cream because in that 
case, go for it! I was very pleased with my overall experience 
because the waitstaff was very nice and got my order ready 
in a timely fashion. I rate it a 8/10.
      Next, I went to Kilwins in Huntington. This specific 
parlor, which is styled as an old school confectionery chain 

selling chocolates, ice cream, hand-made sweets and gift 
baskets, was very cute and conveniently placed in such a 
trendy and well-known place for shopping and delicious 
food like Huntington. At Kilwin’s, I went a bit more extreme 

for the sundae and got a marshmallow 
s’mores sundae with whip cream, cher-
ries, and hot fudge. This ice cream was 
absolutely delicious and the s’mores ice 
cream tasted amazing with little chunks 
of chocolate in it. I rate it a 9/10.
      And last but not least, I went to Five 
Pennies Creamery. The vibe in this 
parlor is very nostalgic, as it is also old 
fashioned; it has a great selection of ice 
cream, cakes and pies. It felt very homey 
and is very cute and quaint, especially to 
just sit in and read a book while you eat 
your ice cream. The colors of the parlor 
were pastel and plain which made it 
very easy on the eyes too. Here, I got a 

hot brownie sundae with vanilla ice cream and whip cream. 
This was by far my favorite because I love ice cream that has 
a lighter consistency so I can eat more of it, and the brownie 
on the bottom was nice and hot and of course, delicious to 
eat. Overall, I rate it a 10/10.

“Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” Review
By: Aanika Shah

By: Jenna Ferraro

SYOPoll 30%
20%
6%
0%

44%

A Syosset student goes on a journey to explore different flavors during a national celebration of ice cream.

Photo By: Charley Smouha

50 Syossent students share 
their movie critique.
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SYO Trending

Fo
od

By: Hallie Diamant, Lauren Graziosi & Ava Needleman

Drink

Celebs

At the 2022 People’s Choice Awards, Lizzo gra-
ciously accepted the People’s Champion award, 
and her speech went viral. While accepting her 
award, the singer brought a group of human 
rights advocates and inspirational artists with 
her to the stage, identifying each by name. She 
wrapped up the speech and said, “Power will 
always be to the people.”

Billboard Music

Books

Reader’s Digest

Colleen Hoover’s novel 
It Starts With Us follows 
Atlas and Lily, two adults 
who are trying to reignite 
the love they had for each 
other when they were 
teenagers, as they face 
many complications along 
the way.

Bubble tea, 
which originat-
ed in Taiwan, 
has quickly 
become a fan 
favorite with tea shops Coco 
and now Kung Fu opening 
up in the center of Syosset.

Honestfoodtalks

Music

With already 68 million streams, SZA released a 
groundbreaking album, S.O.S. The album consists of 
23 tracks, each one focusing on love and heartbreak. 
The album is filled with various music genres, most-
ly, pop, rap, and R&B. She also included some of 
the most famous pop stars to feature in some of her 
songs, like Travis Scott and Don Oliver.

HiphopDX

M
ovies

After the outcome of the 
very first Avatar in 2009, 
James Cameron’s Avatar: 
The Way of Water was 
released to the public on 
December 16, 2022 with 
groundbreaking results 
as the other movies have 
had in the past.

Imdb

Apps

With the new and 
popular social media 
app, BeReal, the concept 
is in the name. Users are 
encouraged to be their 
authentic selves rather 
than their filtered selves 
as most other social net-
working apps portray.

BeReal

Memes

This meme has taken the social 
media app TikTok by storm. This 
meme takes the opening scene 
from the popular 2001 movie and 
puts a fun spin on it. The scene 
is where Zoolander, played by 
Ben Stiller, sees his competition 
Hansel, who is played by Owen 
Wilson, on the red carpet. The 
scene is a staredown. People all 
over have compared this meme 
to many relatable situations in life 
such as getting up for school in the 
morning, life with siblings, and 
more.

indy100 Shows

The new Netflix show, Wednesday, is 
a supernatural dark comedy television 
series based on the character Wednesday 
Addams from the Addams family. Direct-
ed by Tim Burton and starring Disney 
star, Jenna Ortega, the show has become 
increasingly popular.

TVInsider

Sweetgreen, the popular American 
health food restaurant, just opened 
this past November near Syosset. The 
new location serves various salads 
and has become a go-to place for the 
healthiest, but yummiest food.

Sweetgreen

TikTok
Everyone 
has started 
to obsess 
over college 
student Alix 

Earle with her ability to 
captivate audiences with 
a relatable sense of hu-
mor and not being afraid 
to show her insecurities.

Instagram
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      High school sports have long been a way for students to 
play sports they love and connect with classmates. Despite 
their popularity, they can pose a challenge for students with 
busy schedules, who find it difficult to balance school work, 
sports, and enough sleep. Student-athletes often must prior-
itize one over the other, which creates a challenging trade-
off between school and sport.
      Athletes from different sports 
all had similar answers with differ-
ent examples when asked how their 
schedules differed from other high 
schoolers. Syosset junior Allan Chu 
said, “I have practice in the morning 
from 5-6:45 a.m., then I go to school. 
After school I go to varsity, then go back to club practice 
from 4-6:15 p.m. and then weights from 6:30-7:30p.m.” 
The additional time commitments, however, motivated 
students to develop focused habits and time management 
skills. Sophomore swimmer Chiara Solano said, “It’s given 
me a stronger work ethic and made me more humble and 
grounded.” Danielle Chon, a junior from Plainview High 
School and a member of the varsity swim and dive team 
said, “My schedule is definitely different and more packed 
than say, the average high schooler, and especially in my 

junior year with the workload. I usually try to get as much 
work done before practice but if I don’t finish it, I stay up at 
night to finish all my work.”
      Some student athletes don’t have time to do things that 
aren’t in their set daily routines, which does have its draw-
backs. By having to complete school work and participate 
in sports, student athletes tend to have less time to sleep. 

Danielle said, “I struggle during 
my season with time management 
and I wish there was more time 
for me to work because I usual-
ly only sleep five hours a night.” 
Noah Hernandez, a member of the 
SUNY Cortland Men’s Volleyball 

team said, “It is hard to even eat with my schedule.” Espe-
cially for athletes, food is fuel. Without proper nutrition, it 
is difficult to perform to the best of their athletic ability.
      Although student athletes struggle to manage a busy 
schedule, they are happy to have learned important skills 
from their sports. The main takeaway has been the many 
benefits to playing high school sports. “Playing sports in 
school has given me an earlier perspective of priorities and 
a sense of responsibility that I wouldn’t have gotten until a 
lot later,” said Chiara.

Student Athletes Balance It All

By: Rachel Liu

“Playing sports in school has 
given me an earlier perspective 
of priorities and a sense of re-
sponsibility that I wouldn’t have 
gotten until a lot later.”

SPORTS

Different school athletes attest to the importance of time management and learning how to multitask when bal-
ancing sports with academics.

Braves Basketball Recap
By: Peter Napoli
      On Saturday, January 14, the varsity boys basketball team defeated 
Hicksville 61-49 in a victory. Syosset played solid defense in the first 
half only allowing 12 points to Hicksville. Guard Darian Rahimzadeh 
displayed quick defense in the first quarter with two steals. Darian said, 
“Defense helps us gain momentum and play as a team.” Not only did 
Darian play amazing defense, scanning the eyes of the defender, forward 
Seth Pryor had not one, but two blocks early in the game. Seth said, “We 
need defense to win games; it’s a key factor in our wins and success.” The 
Syosset defense also led to various opportunities for fast breaks, which 
propelled them to a 41-12 lead at halftime. Hicksville fought back in the 
second half and continued to try and make it a close game. While Syos-
set was losing momentum, there was always one man that had the game 
under control and knew how to motivate his players. Head Coach Greg 
Cardona always taught his players lessons throughout games when they 
needed motivation. “They’re gonna make mistakes- they’re high school 
kids, but they can’t drop their heads; they gotta make the next play and 
that will help them in the game and also in the future,” said Coach Car-
dona. Feeling positive and optimistic, Syosset regained momentum and 
closed out the game with a win.

1. The Syosset defense rallies together to take 
away the driving lane.
2. Point guard Dylan Eisenberg brings the ball up 
the court to run a play. Coach Cardona said, We 
try to keep them motivated next play.”
Photos by Benjamin Harris
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Fencing Team Has Sights Set on Victory
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By: Cody Cheng & Winston Zhou
      Winter sports are upon us, and with that comes the 
onset of a new season of Syosset Fencing. Since its recent 
re-establishment, the team has grown to have over 30 
members, who are hoping to bring home the county title in 
February.
      The fencing team is split up into boys and girls, and 
practices occur daily in the student lobby after school. Each 
gender is further divided into the 
three weapons – foil, epée, and 
saber. These weapons have subtle 
nuances that distinguish them 
from each other. The foil requires 
precision and quick reflexes. 
Strength and stamina are necessary to master the epée. Suc-
cessful fencers who use the saber practice quick footwork 
and accurate bladework.
      Those in the fencing community note that fencing’s 
unique qualities are often overlooked. “A lot of people don’t 
realize the athleticism that goes into it,” said Robert Moon, 
coach of the fencing team. “Also, the mental game that 
fencing is. It’s all about setting up the point, trying to figure 
out the distancing and timing and all that goes into it. It’s a 
well-rounded sport,” said Coach Moon.
      Life on the fencing team is like other sports. Members 
cheer for each other during meets, help each other during 
practices, and enjoy having fun by using fencing to con-
nect with others. “Last year we were all a little bit shy in 
the beginning, but eventually we all got closer and started 
cheering for another. That sense of camaraderie has been 
the highlight of my experiences on the fencing team,” said 

Anika Nayak, captain of the women’s saber team.
      In previous years, the fencing team performed well, with 
the team claiming second place in the county championship 
last year, losing out to Great Neck South by a narrow mar-
gin. “Last year both the girls’ and boys’ teams did well; we 
both made it to the playoffs and I think we have a chance of 
getting to that level – or higher – this year,” said Anika. “Not 

only do we have a lot of good, expe-
rienced fencers this year, but we also 
have very enthusiastic novices and 
seeing their excitement just makes 
everything more enjoyable.”
      Other weapons’ teams have sim-

ilar positive outlooks. Kevin Zhong, the men’s foil captain 
said, “I think we’re gonna have a great season, with a good 
chance of winning the county championship. But I think we 
need to work on team chemistry and energy during meets, 
and learn to not tilt under pressure like we did last year.” 
Other captains are equally determined. Men’s epée captain 
Jalen Li said, “We absolutely have a strong team this year. 
I will try my best to organize the practice and matches. It’s 
going to be the last chance for me and our seniors. I will 
take the chance and have no regrets.”
      The entire fencing program has high hopes and is 
working hard to perform well. Sharing this mindset, Coach 
Moon said, “The boys went back-to-back undefeated, but 
we just couldn’t get the county title. I’m hoping this year, we 
get the title. We should win the Long Island championship. I 
know we will be top three, if not top one or two.”

“Not only do we have a lot of 
good, experienced fencers this 
year, but we also have very en-
thusiastic novices.”

The Syosset Fencing team is back for another season, with hopes of winning the county championship.

1. A touch is awarded to fencing team captain Kyle Cheng (left) as he extends his arm mid-lunge in a Manhasset meet. Kyle said, “I 
want to make this season as memorable and successful as possible.”
2. Sandra Liu (right) searches for her opponent’s blade during a Herricks meet. Typical fencing meets were split up into 27 bouts, 
or matches.
Photos provided by Kyle Cheng
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EDITORIAL

Consumerism is Killing Our Earth

      These days, it’s common to get a new item when 
something breaks – more often than not, people will 
buy a new phone when theirs is damaged. But did 
you know that this is exactly what companies want? 
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the 
phrase “planned obsolescence” refers to “the practice 
of making or designing something (such as a car) in 
such a way that it will only be usable for a short time so 
that people will have to buy another one.” What does 
this mean in practice?
      As a population, we’re discarding things daily in 
exchange for newer, seemingly higher quality things. 
In fact, it’s even encouraged by society to have only 
the most current items on the 
market as a symbol of wealth or 
social superiority. We’ve been 
trained by consumerism to be 
able to give up an “old” version 
of something we already own 
in exchange for the latest model, despite not actually 
needing a new one. The fact that we’ve been brain-
washed into thinking that something that was released 
two years ago is “old” makes us more wasteful without 
even realising it.
      Additionally, we’ve been seeing a dramatic increase 
in single-use plastics in the past couple of decades, 
especially post-pandemic. Despite how easily we throw 
things away, we never think about where our trash 
goes. As the amount of trash in landfills rises, it poses 
a huge threat to both animals’ habitats and their safety. 
Not only do the wildlife have less space to live, they 
also may be attracted to eating the garbage accumulat-
ed in the areas, which could kill them. This is seen with 

marine life and plastic. But animals are threatened by 
much more than just plastic. Traces of toxic metals 
have been found recently in domesticated animals, 
raising worldwide concern. To make matters worse, 
this could also harm humans who eat the meat from 
these animals.
      Not to mention, we’re destroying vital beings in our 
planet’s ecosystem. According to the World Wildlife 
Fund, it’s been estimated that 0.01% to 0.1% of species 
on the planet go extinct each year. With the existence 
of potentially 8,700,000 species in the world (some of 
which have not yet been discovered), this means that 
we could be seeing up to 870,000 extinctions per year. 

Fish swim alongside discarded 
plastic utensils and mice scavenge 
for food in landfills as we continue 
to overflow their homes with our 
garbage.
      The truth is, as long as you 

keep buying, companies don’t really care about the 
impact they have on the environment – or even you. 
As long as you keep them in business, they won’t see 
a problem with their wrongdoings. We need to do 
something now. With all the damage already done to 
the earth, there’s no telling how much time we have left 
to act. If these companies don’t see the errors in their 
actions, we as consumers have a responsibility to get 
them to change their policies.
      It’s up to our generation to get those in power to 
recognize how urgent this matter is. We need to stop 
thinking about our wants and start talking about what 
we can do to help. It’s up to us.

By: Abby Lee

Modern society prioritises material reward and benefit with a little regard for environmental impact; we 
must implement changes that limit the negative effects of consumerism.

“The truth is, as long as you keep 
buying, companies don’t really 
care about the impact they have 
on the environment.”
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The Federal Reserve Failed

      The Federal Reserve system, also known as the Fed, has 
been doing a terrible job at managing the economy. The 
Fed had a responsibility to prevent inflation. It failed. To do 
their job correctly, there has to be a balance in the supply 
and demand of goods in the economy. However the Fed 
initially reacted too slowly to economic indicators and now 
is raising interest rates too much and too quickly. Their 
policies could result in an economic recession.
      Rate hikes have been implemented by the Fed since 
March 2022, when they raised rates by 25 basis points, from 
.25% to .50%. This 25 basis point increase was the first time 
since 2018 that the Fed had increased rates. There are those 
who think the Fed has been doing a great job in halting 
inflation. If this were true, inflation wouldn’t be this high. 
Inflation has been increasing since the beginning of March.
      Yes, interest rates had to be raised. However, the Fed 
should have acted more quickly than they did. They didn’t 
see COVID-19 as a real threat to the economy in the begin-
ning, which was a grave error. If they took the virus’ im-

pact more seriously earlier on, maybe this would not have 
happened.
      The Fed increases rates to slow down our overheated 
economy. Higher rates affect both savings accounts and the 
cost of loans. Making loans more expensive for consumers 
and corporations leads to a drop in spending, which eventu-
ally results in price reductions. This is an extremely effective 
way to pump the brakes on the economy and it also helps 
slow down the pace of inflation.
      The Fed needs to do what they have to do in order to 
slow inflation down. The fact that inflation has been going 
down recently from the highs of 9.1% to around 8% is a 
good sign for the overall economy and overall markets. But 
it is not enough. The Fed has recently indicated that it will 
be even more aggressive in 2023. It was a good choice for 
the Federal Reserve to raise interest rates considering the 
economic circumstances, but it is obvious to have been too 
little too late.

Despite warning signs early on that the economy was headed towards an inflationary environment, the Federal 
Reserve is too slow to raise interest rates.
By: Nathan Pranaprom

Islanders Need to Trade for a Forward

      The New York Islanders need offensive help. They are 
known as a conservative, defensive team. But that strategy 
has resulted in a complacent, mediocre team. If they want to 
be considered a top tier NHL team, they will need to quick-
ly find a high scoring forward.
      The Isles currently sit at a middling 15th in goals per 
game at 3.17 and their power play percentage is an average 
22.2%, 16th in the NHL. New York also has a top three scor-
ing defense. Considering this, the disappointing production 
from the Islanders forwards is evident. Despite these under-
whelming statistics, the Islanders spend $43,000,000 (13th 
most) on forwards, who are lackluster offensive producers. 
Players like Josh Bailey and JG Pageau are paid too much 
money relative to their offensive output, with both earning 
$5,000,000 per year. Josh Bailey has never reached more 
than 18 goals in his career, and Pageau has only surpassed 
20 goals once and achieved 40 points twice.
      If they are visibly not pulling their weight, then why are 
they getting paid so much? General Manager Lou Lamoriel-
lo has a way of running the team that has frequently frus-
trated fans. He values intangible skills such as grit, physical-
ity, and chemistry in forwards, over offensive production. 

This is evidenced by his retaining of Cal Clutterbuck, Casey 
Cizikas and Matt Martin, all of whom bring little to no 
offensive production.
      The solution? Trade for a forward with high offen-
sive production. There’s no shortage of options. Vladimir 
Tarasenko, Bo Horvat, and Patrick Kane are all available 
trade targets that are incredibly productive offensively. Lam-
oriello needs to make a move for one of these guys. They 
will give a much-needed boost to the Islanders forward line-
up. Horvat has 22 goals in 31 games, which is considered 
an excellent ratio. He is the perfect player for the Islanders. 
With excellent fundamentals, like being a great face off-tak-
er, as well as being a physical player and a leader, he would 
be a valuable addition.
      The key at this trade deadline is just making a move 
to significantly improve the forward core. Lamoriello has 
been known to be conservative when it comes to trading 
for players. But he can’t afford to do that this year. It is too 
obvious to the audience and fans that the Islanders offense 
is lifeless. If they want to save the season before it’s too late, 
Lamoriello must make a move for a productive offensive 
forward soon.

An overreliance on defense and conservative play has rendered the Islanders a mediocre team, so to improve 
their success, they need to trade for a forward and improve their offense.
By: Samuel Levine


